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Sexual violence is the most underreported crime in Canada. 1   
 Unlike other crimes of a violent nature, sexual assault is for the most part unreported.2  
 Less than 10% of sexual assaults are reported to the police. 3 This percentage is closer to 6% according to Toronto Police.4 Since the incidence of sexual 

violence has remained essentially unchanged for decades when reporting increases, it is generally thought to be due to increased comfortability. 
 Date rape has the lowest reporting rate of all forms of sexual assault. It is estimated that only 1% of all date rapes are reported to police.5 
 Male and female victims showed no significant difference in their likelihood of reporting sexual assaults.6 
 The Toronto Police Sex Crimes Unit provides a summary of reasons for not reporting incidents of sexual assault: 

o belief that the police could do nothing about it (50% of women gave this reason);  
o concern about the attitude of both police and the courts toward sexual assault (44%);  
o fear of another assault by the offender (33%);  
o fear and shame (64%). 7 

 About 85% of sexual assault cases reported to the police are recorded as a crime. 8  
 Estimates suggest less than half of these crimes result in a suspect being charged, and about 25% of those initially charged with sexual assault are 

convicted of sexual assault.9 
 2,824 Prosecuted - <50% of suspects were prosecuted 
 1,046 Convicted - 25% of those initially charged are convicted of sexual assault (see the Attrition Pyramid) 
 Charges are less likely to be laid and conviction rates are lower, for sexual offences than for other types of violent crime. 10 
 Using data from Statistics Canada, Holly Johnson found that few sexual assaults lead to convictions: 

“If attrition is calculated from the estimated 460,000 sexual assaults that occurred in one year and 
follow through to the 1,406 offenders who were convicted in criminal court, the result is that 0.3% of 
perpetrators of sexual assault were held accountable and 99.7% were not.”11 
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